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CELEBRATE LICENSURE. CELEBRATE THE PROFESSION.

HONORING AND REMEMBERING THOSE WHO SERVED

Engineering Students and Professionals Mix at VSPE's Spring
2026 Engineering Seminar

More than 50 students from the University of Virginia School of Engineering attended our
March educational seminar in Charlottesville. Students were joined by a number of area
professionals, all of whom were eligible for two professional development hours.

Dr. James Groves, associate professor at UVA and Channing Blackwell, president of The
Blackwell Group, were presenters. Their ethics discussion centered around the
proliferation of data centers in Virginia and the accompanying issues related to
infrastructure resources, real estate development, land use, and public opinion.

The seminar was co-hosted by Cardinal Education, a consortium of six public
universities offering online masters degrees in engineering and computer science.
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Dixon Tucker Joins VSPE Board

Dixon W. Tucker has been elected director and
NSPE House of Delegates representative
alternate for the Virginia Society of Professional
Engineers, and trustee of the VSPE Educational
Fund.

Dixon retired as district engineer, Office of
Drinking Water (ODW), Virginia Department of
Health. He is a Fellow in the American Society of
Civil Engineers.

Dixon holds an ME in environmental engineering
from Old Dominion University and a BS in civil
engineering from Virginia Military Institute.
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Department of Professional & Occupational Regulation

At its March 31 meeting, the APELSCIDLA Board voted to adopt the language of Virginia
Administrative Code Section 18VAC10-20-270 Licensed by Endorsement, Section B,
International Endorsement, allowing mobility agreements for international applicants who
hold a valid license in a country that is a signatory to the International Engineering Alliance
(IEA) in order to qualify for comity or endorsement in Virginia.

This proposed amendment has generated significant debate due to opposition from VSPE
and other professional organizations. Licensed engineers and other critics have cited
concerns over lower independent verification of standards, and voiced a preference for
utilizing the established NCEES records program over foreign regulatory systems.

We appreciate those PEs who formally stated their opposition to the proposed language,
and we assure you we will continue to advocate on behalf of our members. Contact our
APELSCIDLA representative Rebecca (Becky) Golden with any comments or questions.

New VSPE Student Membership Advisor Position Created

Pamela Grace Dogbe-Semanou has joined VSPE as the newly appointed student
membership advisor. Pamela is an engineering student at Northern Virginia
Community College and plans to transfer to a four-year university to complete her
degree.

Pamela is leading the charge to set up a statewide virtual chapter connecting
students from all corners of the Commonwealth. Her goal is to assist students with
resources for their education, career, and school-life balance. She looks forward to
hearing from students who are interested in joining the virtual chapter.
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AUGUST 5-7 | NEW YORK CITY, NY | NSPECon.org | #NSPECon26

REGISTER NOW

Let's Make a Strong Showing from VA at this Year's Conference!

It's easy to see why PE's join and renew membership in NSPE-VA.

Advocacy. Continuing Education. Networking. News of the Profession. Career
Advancement. Collaboration.

View our member benéefits.

Judi Harrison, Executive Director
Virginia Society of Professional Engineers

VSPE | www.vspe.org ®

Virginia Society of Professional Engineers | 910 Kent Drive | Ruther Glen, VA 22546 US
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